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TERRIFICDRIVE
BENDS FRENCH
LINEAT VERDON

Fiercest Battle Since That
of Ypres in 1914 Rages
on Western Front,

GERMANS FIVE MILES

FROM GREAT FORT!

Easy Range for Howitzers,
but Hills May Make Bom-
bardment Futile,

i ——

0,000 IN BIG DRIVE
SPURRED BY KAISER

Whole Units Wiped Out by

Machine Gun Fire, but
Attacks Per

special Cable Despateh to Tar Sus

Loxpox, Feb, 24.-=The German drive |

pgainst the French fortress of Verdun
won further successes last night and to-
4y with the capture of the four villages

of Brabant-sur-Meuse, Haumont, Samog- '

wiux and Ornes,  The capture of Samog-
seux hrought the Germans within five
miles of the nearest fort of the Verdun
group, Fort Sauville, and at Ornes they
Jre about the same distance from Fort
Dounumont

¢ battle line, which the recent tier-

i gan= had hent in the centre in |
the wooded country north of Heaumont

it ot resembled a loosely drawn letter

M hus now been  straightened, the |

French withdrawing under pressure from

Brabant-sur-Meuse, Haumont and Sam- |
cgneux on the western flank and h'um:
Urnes on the eastern.  Beaumont, which '
wms the basiz of the present French |

crtre tn this salient, i= still holding out
48 n=t repeated desperate attacks

The Germans are nNow in positions
from which their artillery fire might

4ol the Verdun forts, and at the same
tme they are within range of the French
fatress artillery. The country. however,
« =0 hilly that effective bombardment

would be diticult if not impossible, They |

ave heen within range of the Verdun
fapte hefore, earlier in the war, and the
euns of the Verdun fortifications were
nen n action,

Germans Multiply Attacks,

1w officlal communiqué issued by the
™eon War Uffice to-night follows |

We executed a concentrated fire on
t cnemy organizations west of toe
14 s il Champagne and south ol
Bt Marie-n=-4ty,
toe Argunne a destructive fire
" frvcted  againsyt  the  German
» ~ at La Fille Morte,

north of Verdun the
1 4 to bombard our froni
Meuse 10 a point south of
v With the =anw intensity, The

& ‘ wotivity deereased somewhat
t Malancourt and the left bank
of feuse, ‘There has nut been
W action in this region.

“ the pight bank of the
] and Ornes tne encmy displayed

t e fury as on the preceding day
“ Itiplied  his  violent attacks
1 & v the ground heaps of dead
- ving able to break our front,

witgs we hiove brought back
o On e v to behind Samog-

] the other 1o a point south
« Our artillery Fas replied
" rest to the enemy

e we repulsed and pur-
¢ eI reconnoilring ety

! pred to approach one of our
au i posts north of St Martiu

Ineredible Feroclty.

P e wocounts received from Verdun
to-1 & 1 ttle to the oflicial come-
muy . They state that the fighting
L milly  inereasing and that it
tervcty ¢ neredible

‘ 'ol, Rousset, writing in the
Libe i1 nks that the Germans will
0 oute o their attacks eastward and
| of Verdun, a course which he
‘orr would be unnecessarily per-!

French having the advantage
u! E e to maneuvre on interior

‘ 1 opinion, which has been |
le veard the attack as a gigantie |

thut of Field Marshal von |
Ma cilicta, to-day is begin-
r ut the possibility of such a
1"uhl confidence is undis-
cre have been na arrivals of
i unusual numbers yet
Boann Germans in Offensive.
T correspondent of THE BUN
g that the consensus in Parls
German attempt at Verdun
y pedd into the most serious bats
tle the bhattle of Ypres, in the

T f 1010
"It nated that the Germans have
e whout half & milllon men

5 plains of Champagne and |
e Woeyy, the  carresp dent says.
*This ran Field Marshal Count von
Havned weting as adviser to the

Crown e in conducting the offen-
Fve, gt Haeseler formerly was in
ot of the fortress of Metz and s
Well oo ainted with the country.”

The ptan with which Field Marshal
voan |} erhurg succeeded in Russia i
belvg Coilowed. Two hundred thousand
Wl wie massed on @ narrow front of
Mven lee hetween DBrabant-sur-Meuse
Rid Liierbebois, advancing in close for-
Mmiatior - twelve deep.  They are mown
down by achine guns, but others take
UP the pdvance agaln, their heavy ar-
tllery aotive all the time.

"l‘hv German  losses  are  @normous.
Whole 1nits have been wiped out, but
the tioops ure sticking to the nssault
Pith wosndderful tenacity.

Privoners say that on the eve of the |

! vessel, |

Cruz Larhy
| agninst an attempt of the
| eseape.  Realizing that his vessel wis
|duomed to capture the (e
| quit the Spanish pert in

limit, blowing her up.

! monthe,

NEW YORK, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25,

of Ornes, to Fromezy and Etain,

l German assault.

HE. French line north of Verdun at the beginning of the present‘
German offensive ran from the Meuse, at a point north of Con-
senvoye, in a semicircle into the woods to the northeast and turned
southward well north of Beaumont, continuing to the southeast, north

Four days of continuous fighting with heavy losses have given
the Germans Consenvoye, Brabant-sur-Meuse, Haumont
neux on the western end of the salient, and Ornes further east. Beau-
mont, half way between Samogneux and Ornes, still resists the

and Samog-

-1
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WESTBURN CHASED 36 TEUTON VESSELS
BY ALLIES' CRUISERS SEIZED BY PORTUGAL

Slipped Into Port Under Nose

of British Warship—Is
sunk by Crew,

WILL INTERN GERMANS

special Cable Despateh to THE S1v,

Maokip, via Laondon, Feb, 24, Dess,

pathes received here to-day from santa
Cruz de Teneriffe show that the Ryitish
steamship Westhurn, which was bronght
into the port yesterday fying the Ger-
man naval ensign and commanded by a

. German  prize crew, slipped into the

Canary Island harbor under the nose of
a British cruiser Iyving in port More-
over, she was pursued—p ably to the
three mile limit —by several French and
British warships
The German prize crew commander,
Licut. Badewitz, landed the 206 prisuners
taken from six Hritish anid one Lelgian
evedd to have been sunk by the
mysterious Gierman seaq rander Moewe
Immediately alter the Westburns at-
rival the British cruiser lying in santa
© put 1o sea to be on guard
nan o

man officer
wtely after
Janding  the prisoners  and 8 WK the
Westburn just outside the three mile

The officer and hig prize crew then re-
turned to Santa Cruz to b imterned

Following the announcement of the

I a arance of the British steamer West-

burn in Banta Oraz, Canary Islinds, _\\-.u-
risk rates for all South Atlantic =hip-
ping jumpwed vesterday on the London
market to 3 per cent, and were followed
by @ corresponding rise locally,

AL the same Lme, apparently sympei-
thetically, there was a perceptible siif-

i fening of transatlantic rates These had

uned  almost  steady  for several
wieeks Local underwriters could give
no  definite  quotations  on the trans-
atlantic narket, but reported  that  w
tightening of the situation had been felt
and that it was practically imposg=ible to
obtain insurance on  sailings n the
future,

The situation in regard to future saile
ings and long time contracts i= taken as
due not =0 much to renewed activity of

German commerce raiders as to the un-|

certainty that is felt in regard to the
status of submarine warfare

For some time transatlantic rates for |

shipments on vessels of bLelligerent na-
tionality have run between Tw and 1 per

cent. to London, Havie and points on the !

west coast of Kngland and Seotland, 11
to 11y per cent, for Liverpool .lt\-|. points
in Ireland and the east coast of England
and Seotland, 3 per cent. for Archangel,
11, to 1y per cent. for ports on the Bay
HECAy.
“[\1':1”(‘ the 1neal rates for Bouth At-
lantic shipping, W hich have heen running
at between 115 and 2 per cent, since the
appearance of the Appam  at Newport
News, have not yvel boen detinitely es-

| fablished on the 3 per cent, basis of the

London market one underwypiter 1 ported
vesterday afternoon that he had closed

w large contract at 3 per cent., and it s’

expected that that rate will be generally

recognized here to-day The insurer in|

vesterday's contract reported that he had
been unable to find an easier rate
market.

RUSSIAR TROOPS FOR FRANCE.|

40,000 a Month to Treavel hy Far
Hast and Canada,

worked out and will be put into prac-
tice within a few weeks. The men will
be sent to the Far East by the ‘Trans-
sSiberian Rallroad and thence to Canad®
and Europe. They will be equipped In
Fr::“:;vcruo of 40,000 a month will
be sent regularly for at least five

Soon After the beginning of the war
reports were spread that thousands of

battle, Gen, von Deimling, commanding | jflugsian troops were on their way to

the Fiftcentn Army Corps, issued an
Order in which he sald:
hope that in this Anal offensive

. Continued on Third Pege.

the western front through England,

Some reports had it that Cossacks had

actually passed through Dundee, Beot-

land, on their way to the Channel for
to Flanders.

IIl!l.\'l' WAS FROM CHICAGO CITES “TEUTON OUTRAGES'

Charge of Frand in Stand-
ard 0l Stoeks,

has been travelling under many

was arrested 1o-night
ne purchased last
day, as the small craft
chor in the yacht

yor deny his ldentity To the persistent
|

was sufliciently convineing for

the city prison
It i= known
days ago and following

recognized, although he

I he was olean shaver
In the man's pockets when he was ar-

When grreste

He also carried
certitled check

being John N

the trunk is still there

afternoon he negotiated for
Leroy, which was hrought to
this port from Chicago about

Taken by Navy., May Be
Used as Transports,

eorldd cout

made the last pa

WAR LIKELY TO BE REPLY

new owner expressed

Stories in local papers

Special Cable Deapateh to Tar Sy~
Thirty-=Ix Cierman

nterped in the Tagus

to the boat and the arrest

the Portuguese naval division, according |
to despatahes from ldshon

in =cizing the vessels
Austrians and Germsns
taken completely by surprise at the sud-
den action of the Government, as
the people of the capita!

Lashion despateh st gtes that

spectors learned

was published n the offi
terview explained

his Goveriunent |

the Gierman tovernmen

caught ns ardently
sels presented written profests, but none
forcibly resisted the carry.ng out of the
Four of the vessels captured arm
capable of acung as auxiliary cruisers
und several exceed 8,000

by means of code advertisements insertod

Hego directed the capture of the

GAINSBOROUGH FOR U. §.?

London Hears Famous Painting

Portuguese war

gave the crew of each steamer
v lag was hoisted on the ships Specaul Cabile Despat
and the Portuguese
vessels fired o =alute of twenty-one
Gansborough's painting

It i= thought probable that the Centreal | Mall at St James s Park

announced  that
contiscated for use as Portuguese

“Duchess of Muarlborough ™

Dallas Neeld, Bart
action was the possibility of theiy dash- The Telegraph adds that the @
ing out of the river to the open =ea
! i rafders or supply ships
Minister also sald, according to reports,

y diplomatically
that on last Tuesday night the interned

| peport is true,

GIRL ATHLETES ON HONOR.
Wisconsin | II;! v-r;ﬂ_pr-
Must Not Spoon.

caped from Funchal, Madeira Islands,

I# with the greatest joy aml

Trusis Them

Cierman submarine

"oriugal now has about 120,000 trmppi Association ot the

If by chance any
Voung women
| & rule she is expected to report that fuct

versity of Wi

Although the Poriuguese Congress has | dance @ week, must not spoon, are re-

i
Alllea whenever the step seemed peces- | of sleep every night
in the | #ary, no declaration of war against tier- | ing
| has becn made,

A treaty of cooperation between Portu-
gal and tireat Hritain provides that each

jce cream, white and

and eandy are prohibited.
when calleel upon to do so in time of war, | nm WAR nom DEFEAT HIM.
send 10,000 soldiers to | o .

"the aid of Fngland should that country
| demand them, but so far no such help

GGENEVA, Feb. 10 (by mail Im-num-_nf | has boen asked.

rensor),—A  scheme to send Russian |
woldiers to the Krench front has been |

Painted Horse Loses Votes,
November 21 Premier Costa intro-
House of Deputies and

| Bennte of Portugal a bill authorizing the Kraft wis shown in the defeat to-day by

WL Lowe of the Government eandidate
lin Peel county, Ontario,
| Mg, who was elected by 627 in 1814, was
| defeated by n majority
in horses for the war, and

manner when
deemedd expedient In acconlance with the
terms of the treaty,
the bill unanimously,
In the beginning of
reported that German troops In Africa
the Portuguese colony of |
| Angoln und were heing resisted by Por-
| tuguese soldlers.
Germany had evacuated the colony,
the Presitlent of
Portugal urged the members of the Con-
gress Lo malntain a union of the political ! Thix
parties “so that the Allles may have  Wrong,
reason to he matisfled with the services | own
rendered by the Portuguese nation.”

Both bodies passed

the war It was |

bought horses from his constituents,
them inEpected and =old them o the Do.
. minion Government,
108 churged, was pidnted 1o meet ariny

tme of the hor:

word came that

his profits to a local overseas bhattalion
| of | _
and not a few newspapers of his | COMPARTMENT CARN TO FLORIDA,
the campaign * '}:-nhmn-l Florida Ltd,, 2016 18 M
UL

1916__i‘u:ayaighf. 19168, by the Sun Printing and Publishing Association.

With | Anti-tierman Appeal Calls on
Much Baggage and Ample
supply of Cash.

Amerieans to Join Legion
in Canada.

Seeretary of Navy Diselaims
Any Knowledge of Pub-
lished Plea.

A sopeal o Yred blooded  Ameri-

. . 1 o |
AnET  tn LLL wo Canadian frontier

fand join the Americun Legion—an ap-
peal based on revelations of alleged out-
| rageous breaches of the laws of war by
fUerman troops—appeared mst Sunday
| morning an the form of a full page paid
advertieement 1 the newsgmper owned

W Meoretary of the  Navy Josephus

Danles the Raleigh News aad Obaerver, |

THe SN hap received @ copy of the
Page from a correspondent in North

Caroling, who wilies “there I# a great |
deul U o rtough 10 ge intoe decent |

I iomes

=ecretae

nig

ke v
| eation ady einent sald
| 1 have not seen Sundav's News and
Obacrver, but T will lowk iate it. 1 am
o activey directing the wffalis of the
nd owim nothing bur w stock-
der, 1 have nothing w0 do with the
active mavagement of !
Meanwhile inguisy in Toronto breught

forth the statement that the .\l'l'.l'l'.L'}lHF

Legion  he wariers disclaims knowl-
vidge of Wi n T Gregd
| appenis n the adves tisement
N chadrnu 1 laamingts
and that they narve Wit
Amerionn newspapers

WS recruit-
tmtario,

rttaing in

Avross the top of the page |‘l\‘m‘h.-0-|

ment 0 the News and Obseseer, and ar-

resting first  attention, ix this ingerip- |
words inoscare head |
Ve “Here 1¢ the Evidence That Will |
Farever Damn the tlerman Army i the
I World—The An-!

ton, the firs

S

Foyves of the iy

Acrosa the foor of the page, in henvy
5% £

wing

appenrs the
i . !

Act

blooded

itigens in  Lhun-
wusands 1o jJoin the Amer-
They have felt the mil

eiie and

reastize now

up arms

thelr forefa

thei

hearts and ‘s bidding them feht |
for justice, for humanity, for peace. For |
furth wddress Willlam T

o particul

Recruiting  Com-
tntario”

mittee, Lean

“War by Divine Decree.”

The body of the advertisement, taking
up nenr’s all of ®even columns of ord:-
nary teading tyvpe, 1= devoted to the text
of Prof. 1. H. Moigan, who.,

1914, was commilssioned

by the Sectetary of State for Home Af- |

estigate In Fratice the ta

ommitied by

Engiis
of ¢
v

riy
W ol
would rend

e adverilsement

the reg

to A

realizatic o1 Wiide: & apparent hee
ief that the ¢ i warfare s dictated
by a po wensnte haie agiinst
t Feutonic opponents ard an utter dis
gurd f othe ws and principles of
humaniey Tl s« borne out by the
twe Guotintio: publisied as part of the
wvertisenent at each =ide of the page |
wilier the headline Faeh quoiation §s
wxedd, one entitled 2T e man lden
of 1 e othe War by Daivine !

first s taken from Prof. Rhe nhold
wWho, aveormling 1o the judvertise-

N SeCretinry Iraniels's  paper,
a theology n the 'niversily of
Herlh He s quoted (o gt follows

SWe belleve that o killing m ey
Mty 8 enemies ], in putting them to suf
fering, o bhurning their houses, in invad-
ing thelr territories, we gimply perforin
A work of charity We do not hate
etemnes, We obey the command of Goed,
Who tells us to Jove them

Quotes w1 Lelpsie Pastor.

Phe other guolation, save the adver-
vrent s from Pastor Zas
Lautheran 1
it i

in beipsi It reads

@lves dmd rest content with a4 heart

marvellousr submarines—inetrume
L)
the
non-el

“We must flght the wicked with every
means 0 our power: their sufferings
|

should eive us pleasure ;. their criem of |

despady should not move German hearta

There ought to Le no compromise with

hell, no mercy for the servants of Satan ;

In other wonls, no pity for the ]-‘.ngl‘ph_.
Freneh and Russian, nor indeed for any

nation that hias sold itself to the devil

They have all been comndemned to death

by o divine decree

Hesddes the report of Prof. Morgan the

vidlvertisement also quotes fiom the Rey

traordinuny tal and moral
of some of the German clerg
from the insane Latred= br
wur." The pastor = reported as sayving:

PeErveprsion

*The divine mission of dermany, oh
brethven, i (o crueity humanity ; the !
3 fore, 1= to
strike without meres They must kill,
Burn and destroy amd any half measyres
woutld be wicked.  Let it be a war with- |

ity of tierman sokbil ®, th

out pity
Does Mot Mince Words,

Prol, Morgan in his repoil as printed
as the body of the advertisement appeal-
ing to Americans to fight against Giers
many really supplements the leves come-
mittee's work, except that the advertise-
ment in Secretury Danle’s's newspapes
d

wlty,  bhrutality idecency,  outrage,

‘
hate, lust amld passion attributed by the
a policy of Buperior orvders'

writer o .
given to the German soldicrs In re-
Lating one instance of outrage committed
upan @ woman at Rabais the writer re-
gorie 10 French to describe it

Frof, Morgan ¢ites many alleged in-
tances of abuse of thé white flag, of
delih o fiving on streteher bearers, of
mutil i na Killing of wounded aml
of pris of cases of “losurely bay-
harity such as the discovery of despatch
riders burnt with petrol or ‘pegged out’

Confinued on Secod Pags

|
'SEE

v Danieis in Washington 11.-|.l
erning the pub-'

« Whaore name

nals of History Record Nothing Like It ‘

here nare coming |

om of democracy The same |
cause, very rightly, as the British people |
take |
inst the Imposition of nwl

17768, = pow ringing in|

I of the

deep cousclousness of oue

that permit= uf 10 congratulate

grat!tule when our guns heat
down the children of SBatan and when our |
1= 1o
Ut the divine vengeance —send to
ittom of the seq thousands of the |

Freitg I"Mihippl, a Latheran clergyinan of
K .o temding to show  “the ex-

resulting
1 by the

not muce words in sdescribing the

they would send o oman ta

FUGITIVE DR. LYMAN BRITISHWAR'AD' ' WILSON WARNS CONGRESS HE
CAUGHT IN FLORIDA  IN DANIELS'S PAPER

THE WEATHER FORECA

Rain or snow, with east al
day; fair to-mor

Highest temperature yesterday,
Detadled weather, il and mor ne repy

R ———— B et —
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RICE TWO CENTS.

WILL NOT YIELD ON U BOATS;

REVOLT IN HOUSE GROWING

kS P—EACE, BUT NAT[ONS To  Warn  Citizens O

HONOR IS AT STAKE--\V]LSON. Armed Ships Would Hu- 1

miliate Nation,

President Tells Senator Stone He Won't Consent to Any | -

Abridgment of Americans’ Rights—Nations 1.-‘TII.I. IS HOPEFUL OF

Must Observe Principles of Law.

MAINTAINING PEACE

WasHiNGTON, e L4 —President Wil-
son has sent this letter to Senator Stone,
chialrman of the Senate Foreign Iielations
Committee

Fobruary 24, 1016

My Dear Sexaror. 1 very warmly
appreciate your kind and frank letter
ol to-day, and feel that it calls for an
cqually (rank reply,

You are right in assuming that 1
#hiall do evervthing in my power to
Keep the United States out of war 1
think the vountry wil] feel no uneasi-
tess about my course in that respect

Through muny anxious months [
have striven for that object, amidst
difficulties  more  manifold than can
have been apparent upon the surface;
anu #o far 1 have succecded I do
not doubt that § shall continue o suc-
el

The course which the Central Kuro-
pran Powers have announced their in-
tention of following in the future with
regard to uinlerseq warfure seeins for
the moment 1o threaten  msuperable
vbstucles, Lut (t& apparent meating s
=0 manifestly  inconsistent with  exe.
plicit assur, R recently given us by
these Powers with regard to  their
treatment of merchant vessels on the
high seas that | must believe that ex-
Planations will presently ensue which
will put o different aspect upon it

Can't Question Falth,

We have hid no reason 1o guestion
their good faith or their fidellty to
their promises 1n the past, and |1 for
one feel contident that we ghall have
none in the future

But in any event our duty i= clear
No nativi, no group of nations, has
the right while war is in progress 1o
alter  or disregard the principles
which all nations Rave agieed upon
in mitigation of the horrors and suf-
ferings of war , and ‘f the clear rights
of American citizens shoulid ever un-
happily be abridged or denied by any
such action, we should, it seems to me,
have in honor no choice as to what
our own course should be

For my own part | cannot consent
to any abridgment of the rights of
American citizens in any respect. The
honor and self-respect of the nation
is involved, We covet peace and shall
preserve it at any cost hut the loss of
honor.

To forbid our people to exercise
their rights for fear we might be
called upon to vindicats them would
be a deep hamiliation  indeed It
would be an implicit, all but
plicit, acquiescence in the violat
of the rights of mankind everywher
and of whatever nation or atlegiarce
It would be a dell nbdiwcation
of our hitherto proud position  as
spokesiat ven amid the turmoil of
war, for the law and the right

It would nuke ever: thing this (jove
ernment has attem d and every-
thung that 't has achleved dur !
tertible struggie of nations meanings
less and futile

arn More ( onceasionn.

i s important to reflect that
i s instance we  allowed expedi-
ety to twke the place of principle
the door would inevitably be opened
t st further concessions,

thice accept a single abatement of
right  amd many  other humiliations
certainly follow, and the whole
national law migh
hands,  plece by

1 fubric of
erumbide  utider o
privce What we contending for in
this matter i of the very essence of
the things that have made America a
sovereign  htior sShe canpot vield
them without coteeding her own din-
potency as g nation amd making vire
tual surrender of her ndependent posi-
tion among the nations of the we
I am speaking, my dear Senator, in
deep solemnity, without heat, wi
consclousness of the hi
wihilities of my offiee, and as yoy
veore and devoted friend If we
should unhappily differ, we shall dif.
fer ap friends. Lut whepre [ssues so
momentous = these are involved we
must, just lwcuuse we  are  (riends,
spratk our mindds without reservation
Fatthfully yours )
Woonpow WilsoN

senntor Stone's Letter,
Thia is the letter sent by Senawon
Stone 1o the President, sl which called
out M. Wilson's reply |

Februarvy 24, 19414
DEAr Mpe. PRESIDENT ! Sinee Senntor
ern, Mr, Flood and 1 talked with yvou
Monday evening, 1 am more troubled
than 1 have heen for many a Jay I
have not felt authorized to repeat «u

MAN, MAYBE CRONES,
A SUICIDE IN NEWARK

CShot Himself and Died in Hos-

pital—Resembles
Poisoner.

NEWARK, N. J, Fehh 24 —A man m
swering in many particulars the

Ction sent oat by the pwolice of ey

Crones, the i rchlist commit ted
stbctde to=night i the ke Island
frefght viards of the Central Rallrowl of
New Jder=ey by shooting He hias several
goll crowned teetd 'he descrijption of
Crones does not mention these He was
tioken to Bt James Hospital wheye he
e

The local police sald List night 1hat
wiarlk this
morning to view the by of th e
Pk Crones From  the  ddesorviption
furnished they were sure the Newark

police were mistaken i their adentifva-

tion

Willinm ¥, Sheehnn Girnvely 1D,

Wil ¥, Sheehan, former Lacutess
ant-tioyverno prominent  politteian andd
lawser, is seriously il at his home, 1o
Fast Fafty=sixtn styeet e has tailed
i health rapldly sinee the desth of his
hrother. John OO Sheehan, on Felog-

pary b0t was said last pight that his
Quickeat, | coplition  was  slHghtly  fmproved, but

| —ad \ ing. LIN W wey. Lu is still rogarded as eritical.
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conversation, but | have atiempled,
response to numerous nguities rrom | Prastilo 'q a0 ‘+ 10 \'l'ﬂ
. L) J
my colleagues, to state 1o them, within I 't h“" “l I '"I“l. '
tie confidences that they should ob-
serve, my general understanding of i House Leaders .\“gf'rﬂ
yYour attitude I have stated my un-
derstanding of vour attitude to he sig'® ONOTess
rtantially as follows . Congress.
That while you would deeply re
gret the rejection by Great Britain
of Mr. Lansing's proposal for the dis.
armament of merchant vessels of the
Allles with the understanding that
« . .
Germany and her alles would not "l\' "l‘:\n RI'JP a.‘\TED |
fire upon a merchant ship If <he |
hauled to when summoned, not at- |
ng 1o escape, and that  the |
an warship would only exercise i y ] T
vimitted right of visitatton and | el -““.\ "ut ot 1
capture, and would not destroy the ‘ l
captur o gliup except In clreumstances " Y aie £ sil-
that reasonably assured the safety of ""'" ( ﬂ."'l'llu.“- ‘ "ED
paEsengers and crew, vou were of the

.

optnfon that if Great Itritain and her |||,‘_r10“ Hears,

allies rejected the proposal and in-

sisted  upon  arming  her  merchant e e

ships, she would be within her right

under international law Wasiisutos,  Feb, 24 President
e Let Armed Ships (lear. Wilson hae nteered a clear call to the

Vi=a that you would feel disposed w country to support him against the ef-
low armed yessels (0 be cleared from | fort 1that i= being made in Congress to
our  poris also that you were not " ik
favorably digposed to the jdea of this abridge the rights of Americans (o

Government taking any definite steps travel the high seas
toward preventing American citizens The
from embarking upon armed merohant H
vensels | vielding as is now proposed by the

Furthermore, that sou would con-
sider it your duty If a4 German war
vessel should fire upon an armed mer-

President declares that such &

|
jeaders of the revolt in Congress wili

amount to conceding “the impotency™

chant vessel of the enemy upon which | of thiz nation and of surrendering the |
AELICEN SIS Ware Padsongers: o | ndependent  position ol e United i
hold Germany o =tret account, | i

Numerous members of the Sepate | States among the Governments of the
and House have called to discuss this | world,
subject with me. 1 have felt that the 'readent Wilson ser forth these re-
members of the two houses who are matrkably strong sentiment= in o letter
'll-'f!"u'l With this grave gquestion were to Senator Stone, chairman of the
antitled to Know the situation we are (oo Foreign elations Committee,
confrunting, as | understand 1t to be i Fiigd
1 think 1 should say te you that the which was made public to-nizh This
members of both houses feel deepls letter breathes a deep determination
converned and disturbed by what they | ©on the part of the President to stand
read and hear, | unalterably for every right now pos-

I have heard of some talk to the | sessed by an American citizen, and in |
effect that some ure Eaying that after | itg firmness Surpasses even the mos! !
all it may be possible that the pro- L exageerated accounts of the Presi-

Kramme of preparedness, ro-called, has dent’s attitude as outlined by him o )
some rolation to jJust such a situation | 5 ¥ o i
us we are now called upon to meet, 1 | 1eaders of Congress e recent 1
have counselled all who have talked | White House reception
wW.th me 1o Kee Ul hi 1. hole
Dusiners is snil the subject of ini BANETMH. W | Buses. |
macy and that you are striving h Al the =ame Lme the letier saows 3
utinost to bring about some peaceabie [ that the I'res.dent i= still hopeiul of
: . &t .-r.nld' :‘.ul ;:fr‘:m l'".'u'-lll'-'; obtaining an amicable settlement of

fould be carefu] not to Yolthe submarine controversy gl thiag

! » diplomanie situation by . : i
any kind of hasty and i1l considered D€ I8 confident of his ability to keep
action the country out of wal

A serious Sitantion, In the communicati Lo serves no-

However, the situation (n CCongress Libg: g1 8 DREress that he will refuse

BUGHIUAN L0 eR0HD 6 Kanss of Wsh to consgent to the aoridement of 4
coneern in the minds of careful and single right now possessed by Amers,
thoughtful mer I have felt that 1t ean cltjzens,

i due to yvou to say this muce! “We cover peace and shall preserve

I think you unds ' I it at any cost honor,'
sititude with resqw Ay Was one of th CHLe e
As much atd a= ol Ny . 1

ate to Jadically disagree with yvou | m,, w Wilson
find it diMeult from my sense f The Presidemt declares that for the
atid responsibility to consent to 1y United Stite a yield to wm hridy
this nation into the Hrtex ment of the righis of its cltizens as
world war becans L unreas regards armed merchantmen would be
whstitaey of any of the Powers upo a "“hum un” and would wnount 1o

! e hand, or on the other Lhand of :
foolhurdiness amsuiting to a sopt of |2 drauiescence in a vinlation of the
muoidl treason against the sepublic of ninkindg. - He Jdecla
OUr OWH people recklessly raskoag thelr uch aetion would make
lves on armed belligerent ships | i this Government has
cd ol escape the conlviction t such llerngtesd sl bk ved Meaning -
| a thing would e go gponstrous as to Joamw "
| i indefensible, The President A
i I want to be with you and to stand i SEAREIE BRI SR ST )
b wvow, and. | mean to 4o o 4p 10 render is made of the right to travel
the last limit: and T want to talk o0 armed merchantmen it wiil be but
with  sou and Secretir: the beginning of humiliations for the
with the utmost feankness —to cot- United sStates and will threaten the
foor w yvou and have sour  judyg fabiri internationa LW hroughe
md [ want to in {8
PR W ol e Wk,
y “ e 1w s
titled 1o be Contldence in Gormany,

In the meant | g o The President 1akes oooasio this

vvent anvth Wt #lle t PALI RS Ty the first time hip
Nenator i) 1. LKV cottthlenes the good faith and fidelity ;
vinluiFrass  your | negotiae. of the ern Cavernment regurd :
tions Up 1o the uld renii ! i
left free to 1 AE MO A\ thit Senator Sone wrote 1@
think for the A the ques lent, whivh also was given out |
tions  involved ardly  =a 101 iliselvses ' ithe  Presiden )

| that my wish is to help, not 1o hinder W Congress that he Was
_\-"1_ prepuded 1o hold Ge strictly ae
: With the highest regae il most otgtitabihe if one f subinarines
| s inathetic conspderath | Ve the s ) v armesd lne without warning i
honor, Mr. President, to e ve » i v othe sacrifice of American life i
[ erely voury, & 4 the Ve W memhers ’
Wi AM J. STONS of Congrs constined to mean that the ]
: Prestdent was ready 1o 2o 10 war if
necessary in defs v oof the rights of
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